THE GOOD WORD - February 2012

FROM THE PASTOR

Since we are about to enter the season of Lent, since we are only a few weeks away from Valentine’s Day,
and since some of the flowers and plants in my neighborhood are already looking like they think it’s
spring, | thought it would be fun to enjoy some spring-time love poetry. And this stuff is actually in the
Bible!

The Song of Songs is the only surviving secular love poetry from ancient Israel. This text was probably
written in the fourth century BCE. Though it is only eight chapters long, it has inspired volumes of
commentary. And it almost didn’t make it into the Bible. In 1995 a new translation of this poetry was
published. The translators were a husband and wife team: Ariel and Chana Bloch. They write;

The Song of Songs is a poem about the sexual awakening of a young woman and her lover. In
a series of subtly articulated scenes, the two meet in an idealized landscape of fertility and
abundance - a kind of Eden - where they discover the pleasures of love. The passage from
innocence to experience is a subject of the Eden story, too, but there the loss of innocence is
fraught with consequences. The Song looks at the same border-crossing and sees only the joy
of discovery.

The poem is set in early spring, with its intimations of ripening. The rains of the winter
season have just ended, the vines are in blossom, the air is alive with scents and birdsong.
Since the poem speaks through metaphor, this setting reveals something essential about the
lovers, who live in harmony with the natural world. The images of spring reflect their youth,
and the innocent freshness of their passion.

(Ariel Bloch and Chana Bloch, THE SONG OF SONGS, p. 3)

One of the more familiar lines in this poem speaks of the coming of spring with eagerness and longing:

Hurry, my love, my friend,
And come away!

Look, winter is over,

The rains are done,

Wildflowers spring up in the fields.
Now is the time of the nightingale.
In every meadow you hear

The song of the turtle dove.




H FROM THE PASTOR . .. continued H

The fig tree has sweetened
Its new green fruit
And the young budded vines smell spicy.
Hurry, my love, my friend
Come away.
Song of Songs 2:10-13

We find in the Song of Songs a second Eden, another garden in which the delights of love are still
experienced innocently in all their erotic fullness. There is no guilt or shame here, nor any hint at
domination, control or exploitation. It is dramatic, yet there is no plot tying it all together. This poetic
conversation is like a dance that is being improvised merely for the joy of expressing one’s passion
outside the confines of conventional choreography. A portion of this conversation goes as follows;

[A young woman speaks to her lover]
[ am the rose of Sharon,
The wild lily of the valleys.

[Her lover replies]
Like a lily in a field of thistles,
Such is my love among the young women.

[The woman responds]
And my beloved among the young men
Is a branching apricot tree in the wood.
In that shade [ have often lingered, tasting the fruit.
Now he has brought me to the house of wine
And his flag over me is love.
Song of songs 2:1-4

In this Biblical text there is a remarkable mutuality and reciprocity between the two lovers. Both the
woman and the man are tender and strong. Their passion is shared, their power is equal. The Blochs
remind us that,

In the Bible, written for the most part form a male point of view, women are by definition the
second sex. History is traced through the line of the fathers, as in the priestly genealogies.. . .,
and the typical formulas for sexual relations ... make the woman seem passive and acted
upon. Butin the Song, where the lovers take turns inviting one another, desire is entirely
reciprocal. Both are described in images that suggest tenderness . .. as well as strength and
stateliness. In this book of the Bible, the woman is certainly the equal of the man.

Indeed, she often seems more than his equal.
(Bloch, p. 4)



FROM THE PASTOR . . . continued

In a culture that viewed women as male property the Song of Songs is almost subversive in its celebration
of a woman'’s sexuality completely apart from any concerns about male lineage or control. This poetry
embraces the world of nature both by its use of animal imagery and by its blurring of the boundaries
between humans and other animals. This recognition of shared nature will also blur the boundary
between the human and the Divine.

Daughters of Jerusalem, swear to me
By the gazelles, by the deer in the field,
That you will never awaken love
Until it is ripe.

Song of Songs 3:5

The Blochs tell us that,

It is not by chance that the Shulamite asks her friends to swear “by the gazelles, by the deer
in the field.” In an oath, precisely where we might expect to find the name of God, we find
instead the names of two animals that are frequently associated with the lovers. This oath
makes plain the secular boundaries of the lovers’ world. Divinity lives within them and
their landscape; the earth is all of paradise they need to know.

(Bloch, p. 9f)

In this garden humanity and nature are not at odds with one another, they are a part of each other.
Rather than dominating, as was humanity’s role in Genesis, these lovers participate harmoniously with
nature. There is no enmity or opposition in this garden. In the garden of Eden there was shame in
nakedness, in the lover’s garden there is joy and delight in sensuality and physicality. The garden of Eden
begins with original innocence and wholeness but ends with alienation, separation, and brokenness. The
Song of Songs invites us into a garden that has not yet fallen, that is still whole and blameless, that exists
as a possibility within us and our most intimate relationships.

The question that keeps confronting us is, which garden will we live in? Which one will become more
true, more real, for us? They are both mythic. They are both powerful. Will it be our alienation and
isolation that defines us, or the possibility for connection and wholeness?

Your partner in our shared ministry,

Rev. Rick Yramategui




UP COMING EVENTS!

Sundays at the Chapel

February 2012

Feb 5
10:30am

Worship arfdommunion with Rev. Ricl

Yramategui

Lectionary Text: Mark-B29

Sermon Theme: A

Music: John Michael sings songs of
Bob Marley

Greeter: Ann Wilson

Refreshments: Faye Morley

Liturgist: Ania Malkowska Leek

Deacon: HastiBusick

Sunday School Teacher: Susan Este

Feb 12
10:30am

Worship with Rev. Rick Yramategui

Lectionary Text: TBA

Sermon Theme: Musical Meditation G
Growth

Music: Chancel Choir

GreeterKathy Little

Refreshment¥ennifer Garbarino

LiturgistBrigid Brown

Sunday School Teach@lly Thompson

Feb 19
10:30am

Worship with Rev. Rick Yramategui
Lectionary TeXBA

Sermon Theme: Mardi Gras!

Music: Mardi Gras celebration with b
Greeter: Ken Morley

Refreshments: Ania Malkowska Leek
Liturgist: Holly Thompson

Sunday School Teacher: Linda Cope

Feb 26
10:30am

Worship with Rev. Rick Yramategui

Lectionary Teg@ospel of Thomas
67, 14, 27

Sermon Theme: Entering Lent

Music:Classic anthems of Lent

GreeterElizabeth Carlson

Refreshmentsiarriet Busick

LiturgistBud Carlson

Sunday School Teaché&ren Turner

OF CARING

February 5", 2012

As in past years, we will be participating in
the ASouper Bowl of
5™ Our donations will go directly to the
Monterey County Food Bank. The Food
Bank serves an average of nearly 4,200
people monthly through their Emergency
Food Assistance Program. Their Senior
Food Bag Program feeds an average of
1,400 people monthly. The Food for
Children Program serves over 5,500
people monthly, including children five
years of age and younger, and their
parents. While the need for food is
increasing each year, food donated to the
Food bank by grocery stores and their
reclamation centers are down; and
donations from government food is down.

You can make a donation of food items by
placing your donations in the container at
the entrance of the chapel. Or you can
make a monetary donation 1 if you place
your donation in the offering plate, please
make sure you write
your check. Cash donations are so
important because for every dollar we
send to the Monterey County Food Bank,
the food bank can distribute

$8.00 worth of food.




AMONG OUR OWNE

Pastoral Rounds in

Januar February

y Birthdays
Pastoral Visits: 4 Larry Busick 7
Faith Clay 15
Attended meetings of the Friends of Susan Estes 25

Rippling River and Monterey County

Anniversaries
Composers Forum

Bob & DeeDee Baronian 14
Bud & Elizabeth Carlson 25

The Thrift Store has some exceptional
donations that need to be listed on EBa y
and/ or Craigds List.

In our Prayers

We need someone to do that forus  ona
commission basis. It is not necessary to be T Ronand Marge Brett as they
a Chapel member. If you are interested or continue through
know someone who might be, please get
details from Faith Clay, 659 -3030.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS
CARMEL VALLEY COMMUNITY CHAPEL
PRESENTS
IN CONCERT
LAURA ANDERSON & RICK YRAMATEGUI
FRIDAY, MARCH 2, 2012
7:30PM




ANNOUNCEMENT Se

We are in need of a
new volunteer
scheduler!

Thank you Brigid
Brown for a stellar
job this past year
and a half! If this is
a way you feel you
can help the chapel
Thrift Shop from
home via the

telephone,
give me a call.

JOURNALING WORKSHOP

Kim Martin, one of our newest volunteers, works Becommg Your Own Valentine

three 4/hr. shifts per week. This makes doing the
schedule so much easier. Thank you Kim and your
little dog too! Our gratitude to volunteers that work
their same day shift every week. Even if you work
two hours a month or every once in a while, we
appreciate your time.

Faith 1 659-3030

W\ Some »
by

You are the&‘

of my eye

Saturday, February 11, 2012
Call lllia 659-5210

For information

Book Group
Thursday,
7:00 p.m.
Fellowship Hall
Call or email Past@2R&

VYUYV YYYD




[FROM THE DEPARTMENTSGé |

H Board of Trustees

Dear Congregation,

We have some new faces on our board for 2012. At our annual congregational meeting, we elected
John Archer and Bill Chevalier as new members and Roger Pellett for a second two year term.
We welcome the fresh ideas of John and Bill and appreciate the continuity that Roger provides by
staying on the board.

We had a brief board meeting to determine officers for this year. | will continue as President, Peter
Meckel will continue as VP, Harriet Busick remains Treasurer, and Bill Chevalier will be Secretary.
Bill just joined the church on Sunday and is jumping in with both feet. We love and appreciate
volunteers like that!

A loud and magnificent thank you to Holly Thompson and Bud Carlson for finishing four years on
the board! They have both been hard and consistent workers. We will miss them!

We started out the year in fine style with a Bur
would clamor to come eat haggis! | enjoyed hosting it at my house and appreciate the talent of our
participants. Bill Salmon made his debut as piper and it added just the right touch to the evening.

Diane Salmon played Scottish tunes on the accordion to accompany our harps . Ania Malkowska

did our beautiful flower arrangements and entertained us with some Burns poetry. The ailing Peter

Meckel sent Taelen Thomas, a | ocal actor who | oves Robert Bu
us. He did not disappoint! The eveningds reve
to our fundraising efforts this year.

Wedbve had a busey Jamdapryodu meibv e | ooking forward
spiritual growth.

Blessings,

Karen Turner
Board President




Sunday School

Our atte
chil dren
on Jesus
experien

n
0
0
c

dance has steadily increased in the | as

S growi ng eongem®iseach others The fessans for &ebmiarydfocus
ministry (prayi n thetrassmmationfmpyntaihtapa l i ng an

e, and the story of Noahds A6"k. The Le

The following is our schedule:

February 5

February 12

February 19

February 26

Our love to you,

Susan Estes

Sustaining Ministry (Jesus serves and prays; Mark 1:29-39)
Susan Estes, teacher

Heal ing Presence (Jesus4db) caring touch,
Holly Thompson, teacher

Thin Places (A mountaintop experience, Mark 9:2-9)
Linda Cope, teacher

Blessed Connections (Noah and the ark, Genesis 9:8-17)
Karen Turner, teacher




Thrift Shop

Dear Friends:

For those of you who are not church members, or if you missed the congregational
meeting Sunday, this is the annual report on the thrift shop for the year 2011. We look
forward to doing more good works in the coming year!

Even through a difficult economy, the Thrift Shop manages to hold its own. The

2011 gross income came in at $85,075.94, and donations still keep flooding in.

This shows how fortunate we are to be in such a generous community that trusts us
to turn those donations into ways we can help others through our Outreach programs.

This past year by way of Michelle Frye, we sent boxes of toys and children’s clothing
to the Monterey Safe House for Battered Women. By way of Karen Turner, children's
books were given to the Rotory for distribution in Seaside. By way of Linnea
Terranova needy children received art supplies from us. Beth Lawn, kindergarten
teacher at Tulorcitos school received numbers of Vetech electric teaching toys, plus
clothing for some of her needy students. Christmas decorations and a vacuum
cleaner were donated to the C.V. Community Center. Bud Carlson delivered boxes
of baseball uniforms and shoes, plus bats, balls. and gloves to our very own Little
League. Stuffed toys went to the library. Brigid Brown received boxes of picture
frames for the art work of the Monterey County At Risk Youth Group.

We were pleased to be able to provide an enormous amount of clothing to the Aglow
Int'l. area team for their Outreach program in King City.

Again this year, the Chapel provides a warm place for the I-HELP homeless men

to sleep. We have bags of clothing and supplies waiting for them in Fellowship Hall the
second Friday of every month. We still support the Angel Project at Christmas, and
give our furry friends at the SPCA blankets and towels.

Since moving downstairs, the Thrift Shop continues to evolve. This year there were
changes in how the clothes are hung and displayed. This created more space for
additional racks and also more room for better furniture arrangement. Our book
department has expanded and books are now categorized by department.

It is our commitment to the Chapel and the community we are a part of, to be of service
anyway we can. It is our vision to continue to come up with creative ideas that will
provide the customers and volunteers with a pleasant environment and positive
shopping experience.

Respectfully,
Faith Clay

<

Lo®
LSPVE

Happy Valentine's Day




February 2012

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4
1:30PM
FORR
Book Club
8:00PM AA 7:00 PM
5 6 7 8 9 . 10 11
10:30 AM i
Worship @ij
@ Book Club
Souper Bowl 7:00 PM I-HELP
4:30PM CVWC 8:00pm AA
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
10:30 AM
Worship M&D 10AM o] Sfa?fol\%“
g
Book Club
7:00 PM
4:30PM CVWC 8:00PM AA
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
10:30 AM L\
Mardi Gras /éd\ i
Sunday! ( 1] { @g‘?
Book Club
26 27 28 29
10:30 AM
Worship
4:30PM CVCC 8:00PM AA




Chapel Directory Bulletin Board

Paso Hondo and Village Dr., Carmel Valley CA 93924

Web-site: www.carmelvalleychapel.org

Email: cvc@redshift.com

Office Phone: 83492278

Office Hours: Tuesdaysppointment, Wednesdays-4prOJhusdays 10:600m
CVCC Thrift Store Phone3630

Thrift Store Hours:4l ZuesSat

Chapel Minister Rev. Rick Yramategui
Board of Trustees
President Karen Turner

Bill Chevalier

John Archer

Peter Meckel

Chris King

Roger Pellett
Harriet Busick

Music Director Tom Lawson
Administrative Assistant Kimberley Werr
Thrift Shop Coordinator Faith Clay
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