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THE GOOD WORD – September 2010 

 

Carmel Valley Community Chapel 

 
 
Itôs almost September, the month I usually associate with going back to school.  This year itôs 
more like the month to complain about how early school started and how cold our summer has 
been!  When the monthôs long deep freeze we call summer on the Central Coast came to a 
sudden and highly combustible pause the last week of August however, it wasnôt exactly the 
gentle reprieve we had been hoping for.  But there has been another ill wind blowing that 
leads me to think that all of us Americans need to go back to school right now for a civics 
lesson.  Iôm referring to the furor thatôs been raised by some over the building of an Islamic 
community center in New York City a few blocks away from Ground Zero. 
 
The controversy stems from the sense that this area is hallowed ground.  Ground Zero is the 
site of the most devastating attack on American soil in recent history.  It is the site where 
thousands of Americans of all colors, religions, ethnicities and lifestyles, lost their lives.  It is 
the ground upon which we remember and grieve our dead.  It belongs to all Americans.   
 
That is why it is so disturbing to me that some Americans are using this issue to foment fear, 
hatred and discrimination against Muslim Americans.  Misrepresenting the project as a 
Mosque, which it is not, and as being built on Ground Zero when it is two blocks away on the 
site of a shuttered Burlington Coat Factory store, is clearly intended to inflame peopleôs 
emotions.  It also reveals that we have a level of ignorance about Islam that leaves us 
vulnerable to being manipulated even to the extent that we would consider curtailing one of 
our most basic and fundamental rights, our freedom of religion, in order to assuage our fears. 
 
Mayor Michael Bloomberg characterized the proposed community center as one of the most 
important tests of the separation of church and state in our lifetime.  Bloomberg said, ñWe do 
not honor their lives (referring to the heroes who died on 9/11) by denying the very 
constitutional rights they died protecting.  We honor their lives by defending those rights - and 
the freedoms that the terrorists attacked.ò  If we deny Muslim Americans the freedom and the 
right to practice their religion then we have become as intolerant and oppressive as those who 
attack us and the freedoms and openness that we enjoy as a society. 
 
It actually seems that the closer one is to the issue and the more one is familiar with the 
individuals involved in this proposed project, the more supportive one is likely to be.  The 
organizers of this center are well known within the community of the Lower Manhattan area.  
The local community board unanimously approved the proposal.  A recent article in the New 
Yorker noted that it is only as you get farther away from Ground Zero that opposition to the 
project crops up.  It seems that for the people who live there, Ground Zero is a lived reality 
that includes their Muslim neighbors.  As you move farther away it becomes a symbol that is 
being used to exclude them. 
 
 
 
 

FROM THE PASTOR  



 
 
Even among the families of those who died on 9/11, there is support for the proposed center.  
The organization, September 11th Families for Peaceful Tomorrows, supports the building of the 
center and states, ñThis building will serve as an emblem for the rest of the world that Americans 
stand against violence, intolerance and overt acts of racism and that we recognize that the evil 
acts of a few must never damn the innocent.  We believe that welcoming the center, which is 
intended to promote interfaith tolerance and respect, is consistent with fundamental American 
values of freedom and justice for all.ò 
 
It is the demonizing of a group of people, not the building of an Islamic community center that 
desecrates the hallowed ground of our common loss.  It is the fearful and vitriolic denial of our 
most basic civil rights that sullies the dream our ancestors fought and died for.  We must not 
forget the values that make our society great, chief among them the freedom of all Americans to 
practice their religion, or no religion, and the strength that comes from our diversity.   
 
Your partner in our shared ministry, 
 

Rev. Rick Yramategui 
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UP COMING EVENTS!  

Sundays at the Chapel  
September  2010  

______________________________________________________ 

Sept. 5 Worship and Communion with Rev. Rick 
Yramategui 

10:30am          Text: Phil 1-21 
 Sermon Theme: ñGospel Leavenò 

                    Music:  Tom Lawson 
 Usher:  Ty Conklin 
 Lay Reader: Diane Salmon 
 Sunday School:  Linda Cope 
 Deacon:  Harriet Busick 
__________________________________________________________________ 

Sept. 12 Worship with Rev. Rick Yramategui 

10:30am Text:  Ps 139 
 Sermon Theme: Musical Meditation: ñJourney 

Through Shadow Into Lightò 
 Music:  Tom Lawson 
 Ushers:  Carolyn Rice 

Lay Reader: George Wilson 
Sunday School:  Holly Thompson 

___________________________________________________________________ 

Sept. 19 Worship with Rev. Rick Yramategui 

10:30am Text: Luke 16:1-9  
 Sermon Theme:  ñEnlightened Self-interest?ò 
 Music: Tom Lawson 
 Ushers:  Diane and Bill Salmon 
 Lay Reader: Bob Baronian 
 Sunday School:  Susan Estes 
____________________________________________________________________ 

Sept. 26 Worship with Rev. Rick Yramategui 
10:30am Text: Luke 16:19-31 
 Theme:  ñJustice and Karmaò 
 Music:  Tom Lawson 
 Ushers:  Jennifer Garbarino 
 Lay Reader:  Ania Malkowska Leek 
 Sunday School:  Karen Turner 
____________________________________________________________________ 

 

The Carmel Valley Kiwanis Fiesta was 
a great success.  We sold 231 raffle 
tickets!   
 
A hearty thank you to all who purchased 
tickets.  As a result of your generosity 
the Chapel received $115.50.    
 
We hope that one of our own was a 
lucky winner! 
 

Book Group 
Saving Jesus from the Church 

 
Thursdays 7 PM to 8:30 PM 

 
Beginning September 9, 2010 

 

RESERVE YOUR COPY NOW BY CALLING 
THE CHAPEL 659-2278 

OR EMAIL CVC@REDSHIFT.COM 

SPECIAL THANKS 
 

Bill Salmon for repair work on the 
doors into Fellowship Hall. 

 

Anna Davidson and Peter Mellinger 
for a wonderful afternoon of music 

on August 22nd. 
 

Karen Turner, Marge Brett, Ania 
Malkowska-Leek and Dolce Miranda 
for organizing a fabulous reception 

following the concert. 
 



   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  
 

 

 

  

 
 

 

 

 

         

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

AMONG OUR OWNé 

In our Prayers 
 

¶ Family and Friends of June Plumlee. 

¶ Virginia Braun who recently moved to 
Carmel Hills. 

¶ Anna Davidson as she mourns the loss 
and celebrates the life of her 
grandmother.   

     

  

 

    
 

 

 

 

September 
Birthdays 

 
 Amanda Pellett  4 
 Jon Peter Meckel  5 
 Ken Morley   27 
 

  

 

  

 

 

Pastoral Rounds in August  
 

Pastoral Visits:  6 
 
 

Attended meeting of the Monterey 
County Composers Forum and Friends 
of Rippling River, Carmel Valley Fiesta 
and rehearsals for August 22, 2010, 
concert. 
 
 
 

  

 

 

  
 

 

    

END OF SUMMER PARTY !!! 
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 19, 2010 

After the Worship Service 

 

Around the Autumnal Equinox we say goodbye to summer and welcome to fall!  
Letôs celebrate the changing of the seasons with a ñFarewell to Summer Partyò at the 
home of Larry and Harriet Busick (20 Via Milpitas, Carmel Valley) after Chapel on  

 
Sunday, September 19th 

   
A sign up for the potluck is posted on the Chapel bulletin board,  
or you can call Harriet at 659-2374 to find out what is needed.   

The pool will be open for swimming so bring the kids, the grandkids 
or take the plunge yourself! 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Congregation, 

 

We give a huge round of thanks to Anna Davidson, Peter Mellinger, and Rick for a wonderful 

concert to benefit the chapel.  They gave many hours to prepare for it and the end result was a 

very well received concert.  We are fortunate to have all this talent gifted to us. 

 

Many of us in the congregation look forward to the Book Group that Rick leads and the next book 

begins September  9
th
.   If you havenôt joined us before, consider it for ñSaving Jesus from the 

Church.ò  You will be amazed at what you learn and we have a good time doing it. 

 

The board will begin work on the budget for 2011 at the next board meeting.  We are concerned 

that our income to date is below what we projected.  This is a time of year when we evaluate the 

reality of amounts budgeted in different categories and make adjustments for that in 2011.  We 

really look forward to this process! 

 

At the end of each month, I look at the efforts of each of our volunteers at the chapel and what 

theyôve accomplished.  I am not going to list names in case I might miss someone.  However, I 

want you to know that we are blessed with many folks who see something that needs to be done 

and take it upon themselves to do it.  This is so much of what keeps us going and we are grateful. 

 

Blessings, 

 

Karen Turner 

Board President 

Board of Trustees 
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FROM THE DEPARTMENTSé 

Dear Friends, 

 

The Thrift Shop Fiesta Sale on Friday and Saturday, 
August 6 & 7 was a fabulous success thanks to the 
tireless efforts of our devoted volunteers who made it 
all possible. 
 
The Thrift Shop collected over $1,300.00 for the benefit 
of the Chapel and it is most gratefully appreciated in 
view of this especially challenging economic time for 

CVCC. 

Restructuring of Ushers' Duties 
  
 We are in the process of dividing the present 
ushers' responsibilities in half, so that more 
people can share the duties, with less work for 
all involved.   
 
Basically, we will have Greeters, who will hand 
out bulletins, collect the offering, and straighten 
the sanctuary after the service.  
 
We will also have Refreshment Servers, who 
will prepare and serve the coffee, juice and 
refreshments, and clean up the kitchen. This 
will alleviate one usher needing to cover two 
areas.  
 
A detailed list of all the tasks will be posted on 
the bulletin board. Give us your input, and we 
hope you can lend us a hand to make "light 
work!"                       
 

Susan 
 

Missions and Deacons Furniture and Thrift Stores 
 

MEMBERSHIP  

Our vision reminds us who we are as a faith 
community and how we seek to live out 
our vision.  Part of it states, “Celebrating 

diversity of beliefs, cultures, ages, abilities, 
and lifestyles, we welcome into the life and 

leadership of the Chapel all who come.  
We are a loving, caring community.” 

 
So, please take the time to notice those 

who may be new to the Chapel and 
welcome them with open arms! 

 
BULIDINGS & GROUNDS  

SEMI-ANNUAL REPORT 
 

Extraordinary work by Jennifer Garbarino and John 
Archer eradicating weeds all around the Chapel. 
 

(I supervised ï I told them to pull those weeds.) 
 

Bud Carlson 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday School 

FROM THE DEPARTMENTSé 

 

 

 Why is God love?? . . . .A question asked by one of our six year olds! 
 

Sunday School is full of questions, discussions, stories, music, art projects, and fun activities.  We 
will continue with ñSeasons of the Spiritò curriculum, utilizing the Multi-age (5 ï 12 years) Program 
this year.  We also have materials for pre-schoolers and a playpen. 

 
 So . . . come one, come all and see what our wonderful teachers have prepared! 
 
 Tell your friends, neighbors, and co-workers that the Chapel Sunday School is alive and well!!! 
 

And . . . if YOU want to participate in a special project and receive a ñjolt of joyò from the children, 
give me a call! 

 
 In the meantime 
 Peace and Blessings, 
 
 Susan Estes  659-4090 
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